7 



AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.312 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/684,683 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (currently amended); A method for working an end portion of a duplex pipe including 

an outer pipe, an inner pipe disclosed disposed inside the outer pipe, and a plurality of 
connecting ribs respectively for connecting the outer pipe and the inner pipe to cut the outer pipe 
and the connecting ribs to project and expose the inner pipe from the outer pipe, the method 
comprising: 

chucking the duplex pipe; 

cutting the outer pipe and the connecting ribs at a predetermined position to form a slit in 
the outer pipe and the connection ribs; 

then cutting the connecting ribs from the end portion along an axial direction of the 
duplex pipe; and 

removing the outer pipe and the connecting ribs which have been cut to expose a part of 
the inner pipe. 

2. (original): The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein a cutting tool including a guide 
hole for guiding the outer peripheral surface of the inner pipe and for allowing the inner pipe to 
be inserted thereinto, and a cutting device for cutting the connecting ribs are used for cutting the 
connecting ribs. 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.312 
U.S. Appln. No. 10/684,683 

3. (original): The method as set forth in claim 2, wherein, while rotating the cutting tool, 
the cutting tool is moved in the axial direction to cut the connecting ribs. 

4. (original): The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein the cutting tool is pressed from 
the end portion of the duplex pipe in the axial direction to cut the connecting ribs. 

5. (original): The method as claimed in claim 2, wherein a guide pin is disposed in the 
guide hole, and allowed to be inserted into the inner pipe while guiding the inner peripheral 
surface of the inner pipe. 
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